
 

Australia Encompassed: 19 Days 

“I came to see Australia, or part of it… I leave having seen and experienced 
a good part of your great country” - TJ, Australia Encompassed 

Information Kit 
Northern Territory, South Australia and Victoria: An iconic motorcycle ride taking 

in some of Australia’s most recognisable sights.  
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Itinerary 

From the shores of the Arafura Sea to the wild coastline of the roaring Southern Ocean this 
extraordinary ride will encompass the length and breadth of Australia. In between we will visit ancient 
gorges, fantastic rock formations, world famous national parks and epic desert landscapes. We will 
sleep underground, stay at the world’s largest station and in tiny seaside villages. We can eat Emu 
steaks, Barramundi fillets and camel sausages. Century old wineries, historic paddle steamers and 
world-famous coastal rides all feature in this all-encompassing ride from top to bottom of Australia.  
 

Joining Day: Darwin 
Your Darwin airport transfer will take you directly to our joining hotel, ready for 
an early start tomorrow. Today you will meet your crew for your tour briefing 
and welcome dinner. 

Day One: Kakadu National Park 
Our first day’s ride will see us depart Darwin for a shorth ride to the amazing 
crocodile jumping river cruise on the Victoria river. These crocs literally leap 
out of the water as the boat passes by, it’s the closet we will get to a croc 
unless being eaten by one; all crocs are completely wild and free! Continuing 
on we ride into the heart of Australia’s largest national park, Kakadu. This 
ancient UNESCO listed par is home to an astonishing array of flora and fauna, 
including saltwater crocodiles, jabiru and Jesus birds (named for their ability 
to seemingly walk on water) and is sacred to the traditional Aboriginal 
owners.  

Day Two: Kakadu National Park 
From our base at the nearby Cooinda Resort we take a sunrise Yellow River 
cruise where we may get the chance to see crocodiles and will see an 
incredible variety of bird and animal life; the early morning light is 

 

 

spectacular, and the boat guide brings the history and culture alive. We can explore the park during the day with other sights to be visited including 
the amazing repository of rock art at Ubirr and the Warradjan Aboriginal cultural centre. 

Day Three: Katherine 
Leaving Kakadu we continue south on the Stuart Highway until we reach the sub-tropical town of Katherine where we shall visit the amazing 20 year 
old Nitmiluk National Park (Katherine Gorge) and enjoy an included cruise. The cruise is wonderful as we motor amongst towering red sandstone cliff 
faces of the gorge that glow an amazing red at sunset, beautifully reflected off the deep blue pools.   
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Day Four: Tennant Creek 
Back on the Stuart Highway we ride south through the historic Daly Waters and have an early lunch at this iconic pub. We stop at the John Flynn memorial 
(founder of the Royal Flying Doctor service), across the road from another iconic sight, the Shell Truckstop with its life-size mural of another iconic scene 
in the “Aussie” outback, the triple road train. Shortly after we arrive into Tennant Creek, famous for its Indigenous artwork gallery.  

Day Five: Alice Springs 
After a visit to the wonderful Indigenous Nyinkka Nyunyu Art and Culture centre, we ride south visiting one of the territories most recognisable rock 
formations, the Devils Marbles, the quirky Barrow Creek Hotel and UFO capital of Australia at Wycliffe Wells before arriving in the geographical heart of 
Australia at Alice Springs. This thriving outback town is surrounded by rugged red rock ranges and is synonymous with the “outback”. 

Day Six: Alice Springs 
A free day to explore “the Alice”, see the work of local artists in one of the many Aboriginal art galleries, visit the superb National Road Transport Hall of 
Fame and see the original road train that opened up the outback, right up to the latest 600HP Kenworth. If you still wish to ride take the 100km loop to 
the superb Stanley Chasm, but make sure you’re there by midday when the sun momentarily lights up both canyon walls. 

Day Seven: Kings Canyon 
It’s landscape of red rock and desert dirt today as we ride, on great paved roads, due south before taking the Lasserter Highway towards Kings Canyon. 
Spinifex and red sand dunes pepper the landscape before arriving at the amazing Kings Canyon Resort mid-afternoon. We watch sunset from a platform 
that looks straight out over the sands of the desert, while an improvised bar is set up serving us beers and wines, great stuff. 

Day Eight: Uluru 
We visit the epic Kings Canyon in the morning and for those who don’t mind a walk we can enjoy a rim walk before setting off for one of the grandest 
sights in Australia, Uluru. After checking in at the Outback Pioneer Resort we jump back on our bikes and ride out to witness an absolute marvel of nature, 
the stunning sunset over Uluru. The world’s largest rock literally changes colour before our eyes, and it is something to behold. Riding back with the dark 
red silhouette of the distant rock formation, known as Kata Juta, caps off an awesome day. 

Day Nine: Uluru 
A free day to explore the area; we can visit Kata Juta and the Valley of the Winds, walk the entire perimeter of the rock, take a camel ride or once again 
visit Uluru for sunset. 

Day Ten: Coober Pedy 
Today is our biggest riding day as we cross into South Australia and ride into the mulga scrublands that this region is noted for. Re-joining the legendary 
Stuart Highway, otherwise known as the South Road, this thin ribbon of tar travels through an empty landscape of saltbush and salt lakes. The emptiness 
and vastness of this incredible landscape is a world apart from the frantic pace of city life. Countless dirt heaps that pockmark the landscape tell us we 
are arriving at the opal mining capital of the world, Coober Pedy, where over half the population lives underground, as is our hotel. This is one of the 
most unique destinations in Australia. 

Day Eleven: William Creek 
We start the day with an opal mine tour at the Old Timers Mine and Museum, with a fascinating demonstration of how the opal is extracted. Leaving 
Coober Pedy after lunch we hit the dirt road to Australia’s smallest town, William Creek with its weather beaten and very iconic Australian pub. The riding 
is exceptional as we cross the ancient desert floor. William Creek is part of Anna Creek Station, the worlds largest station at over 23,000 square kilometres 
in size, 7 times larger than anything in the US and larger than all of Israel, it’s BIG. A spectacular flight to Lake Eyre can be organised before departing 
William Creek (optional). 
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  Day Twelve: Marree 
After a wonderful night surrounded by utter isolation, we hit one of Australia’s most legendary tracks known as the Oodnadatta Track. En-route we can 
take a dip in the natural warm water spa at Coward Springs in artesian water that is millions of years old before riding onto the Mutonia Sculpture Park 
at Alberrie Creek, otherwise known as “Planehenge”, you will see why. We overnight in the wonderful Marree, at the junction of the Oodnadatta and 
Birdsville tracks and former home of the Afghan Cameleers who ran camels before the advent of road trains.  

Day Thirteen: Flinders Ranges 
We reach paved roads again and ride south stopping at the historic Farina Homestead, a failed township from the late 1800’s. We also visit the outback 
towns of Lyndhurst and Leigh Creek. Hitting the dirt again, we ride the stunning 29km of the Moralana Scenic Drive through a landscape of canyons and 
ghost gums. Tonight, we stay at the spectacular Rawnsley Park Station, a working sheep station and eco-tourism award winner, located at the southern 
end of the Flinders Ranges National Park.  

Day Fourteen: Flinders Ranges 
Today we will explore the wonderful Flinders Ranges National Park via a number of scenic on and off-road tracks. We will see the iconic Wilpena Pound, 
along with the scenic Brachina Gorge, via a series of tracks that dissect 350-million-year-old canyons and along rocky creek beds, some still with water 
in them. We will, hopefully, see a plethora of wildlife today, including the rare yellow footed rock wallaby. We will ride the spectacular Blinman to 
Parachilna Track; have a quandong pie at the old mining town of Blinman before taking the pavement pack to Rawnsley. This region offers some classic 
Australian bush scenery.  

Day Fifteen: Lyndoch 
Riding south we leave the “outback” behind as we travel through the scenic wine-growing region of the Clare Valley. We reach Australia’s foremost 
wine region of the Barossa Valley late afternoon, but in time for a wine tasting tour of the wonderful Barossa Chateau. Our accommodation is surrounded 
by 25 acres of rose gardens, making it one of the largest rose gardens in the world, if that’s your thing. With over 60 wineries that dot the Barossa the 
riding is stunning and completely in contrast to where we have come from. 

Day Sixteen: Robe 
We enter the beautiful region of the Adelaide Hills, a biker’s paradise, where we enjoy some awesome twisties before arriving at the incredible Birdwood 
Motor Museum. Within lies the complete history of Australian motoring, from motorbikes, cars and trucks, it’s amazing! Continuing south we visit the historic 
paddle steamer town of Mannum scenically located on the shores of Australia’s mightiest river, the Murray. Crossing the Murray we enter a world of 
lagoons, sand dunes and lakes as we ride through the beautiful Coorong National Park, before reaching our stay at the seaside township of Robe. It’s 
wonderful to see the ocean again, the first time since leaving Darwin 16 days earlier.  

Day Seventeen: Halls Gap 
We leave South Australia as we cross into Victoria and enter a world of forests, fern gullies, creeks, lakes and swampland as we enter the 400-million-year-
old Grampians National Park, that rises from the surrounding farmland. The ride ‘down’ into Halls Gap is nothing short of spectacular and offers the best 
series of twisties of the entire ride. Our hotel is located in the forest-covered valley of Halls Gap and surrounded by kangaroos.  

Day Eighteen: Port Campbell  
We shall retrace our route a little before turning off and hitting the superb dirt of the Glenelg River road that descends through the eucalypt forests to 
the Grampians Valley. Leaving the forests behind we ride through lush dairy country onto one of the world’s finest coastal rides, the Great Ocean Road. 
We reach the Great Ocean Road near Peterborough and view the magnificent Bay of Islands Coastal Park with numerous viewpoints of the stunning 
landscapes. Our overnight stay is at the beautiful seaside village of Port Campbell located in a protected bay.  
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Day Nineteen: Melbourne  
Our last day shall see us ride the legendary Great Ocean Road, stopping at the iconic 12 Apostles, Loch Ard Gorge and many other viewpoints. We 
shall visit the Cape Otway Lighthouse and have the chance to view Koalas in their natural habitat. We shall also visit Bells beach, Australia’s premier 
surfing beach, before riding into the vibrant city of Melbourne for the completion of what has been an incredible ride from the shore of the Arafura 
Sea in the far north to the shores of Port Phillip Bay in the far south, that’s Australia Encompassed.  

Departure day: Melbourne 
Spend some time in Melbourne or fly home, the choice is yours. 

 

Be aware that this itinerary is a guide only and may need to change due to weather, road conditions or other factors. 



 

 
6 
 

 
 

Compass Expeditions: Australia Encompassed Information Kit 

Highlights 
Ø Kakadu National Park 

Ø Nitmiluk Gorge, Katherine 

Ø Devils marbles 

Ø King’s Canyon 

Ø Uluru (Ayres Rock) 

Ø The Oodnadatta Track 

Ø Wilpena Pound, (Flinders 
Ranges) 

Ø The Barossa Valley 

Ø The Grampians 

Ø The Great Ocean Road 

Ride Details 

Bikes 
We operate 2 brands of bikes that need no introduction, BMW and Suzuki. Our fleet consists of the BMW 
F700 (including low suspension), F800, R1200 and R1250 GS, as well as the Suzuki DR 650. All bikes come 
equipped with crash protection and a top-box or tail rack bag and are maintained by us, as we own 
the bikes ensuring peace of mind reliable riding. 

Experience required 
Some off-road riding experience is preferred for this tour, mainly due to the fact that the potential exists 
for a couple of sections of challenging riding. As with any dirt tracks, they are constantly changing 
depending on recent weather and heavy truck traffic activity. Co-riders can travel in the support 
vehicle at any time if any dirt becomes too challenging. Although not a requirement Compass 
Expeditions does recommend an off-road training course that gives riders of all levels the tools to tackle 
off road riding. Contact us for more information on training events we run and recommended schools. 

All riders must have a valid motorcycle license. 

Weather 
We run this tour at the best time of year to be riding the length and breadth of Australia, when there is 
little rain and the skies are blue. While in the tropics the weather will be hot and humid with top daily 
temperatures around 30° C / 86° F. The humidly quickly drops as we ride south, and the daily 
temperatures are around 25° C / 77° F. Further south we can experience some rain and colder 
temperatures, especially along the coastline.  To summarize every weather event should be planned 
for.   

 

Ride Grade: 3  
Grade 3 doesn’t mean we are climbing cliff faces and forwarding raging torrents, it means we spend a few days on dirt roads that “could” be a little 
challenging “if” there has been recent rains, these same tracks are used by 2 wheel drive cars and road trains, so NOT extreme.   

90% of this ride is on pavement: Some sections of pavement can be potholed and narrow and have wild animals, wandering pedestrians, heavy 
traffic, the world’s biggest trucks and less than careful drivers. Some of these roads are twisting and have tall shoulders and bad cambers.  

10% is off-road: The Oodnadatta Track varies from week to week and can be rutted, corrugated and have limited sand sections. The Flinders Ranges 
tracks have very shallow creek crossings and rocky creek beds.   

Distances 
The biggest riding day is 750 km / 465 mi with the shortest being 170 km / 105 mi. Most riding days we average around 350-400 km / 220-250 mi with 
numerous rest days included where the bike is available for more riding if desired (subject to any maintenance requirements). The total distance is 
approximately 6400 km / 4000 mi 
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Meals 
The food options on this ride are varied 
with fish meals, in particular, readily 
available in the far north and steaks 
readily available in the interior and the 
south. As we ride inland the variety 
and options become a little more 
limited as getting food to some of the 
remote locations is a once per week 
option only, these remote locations do 
still offer superb quality tasty meals. 

Australia is noted for the diversity of its 
people and foods and we can enjoy 
many different meals from around the 
world.  

Of course, all breakfasts are included 
and those with particular dietary 
requirements are easily catered for.  

Breakfasts: 19  
Lunches: 15  
Dinners: 10 

 

Accommodation 
Our hotels are generally 3 and 4 stars, 
and are chosen for their location, 
cleanliness, suitability for motorcycle 
groups and ambience. On a couple 
of occasions, such as William Creek 
and Marree, the accommodation will 
be more basic.  

Accommodation is an important part 
of your ride experience, and after 
many years touring in Australia, we 
believe we offer a superb mix of 
excellent boutique hotels, pubs and 
farm stays.  

Accommodation: 20 nights 

 

 

Tour Inclusions 
Ø Airport Transfers  

Ø Motorcycle rental as per your selection.  

Ø Fuel, when riding a Compass bike  

Ø Tolls  

Ø Support vehicle with passenger carrying ability  

Ø Services of ride leader and support vehicle driver  

Ø Pre-departure material and route maps  

Ø Access to satellite phone, pay per minute  

Ø Compass Expeditions shirt  

Ø Entrances to all national parks mentioned in the 
itinerary, including Kakadu, Flinders Ranges and 

Grampians National Parks 

Ø Boat trip on the Nitmiluk Gorge and dinner cruise  

Ø Wildlife spotting boat trip on Yellow Waters, Kakadu 
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  Your Responsibilities 
Riding equipment  
You will need to bring the following riding gear: 

Riding jacket and pants: every weather event should be expected, from cold days in the south to higher humid temperatures in the north, therefore a 
multi-layer jacket and pant is essential. The jacket and pant ideally need to have internal removable liners and have Kevlar crash protection, as well 
as a waterproof pocket for your documents and small camera. Preferably your jacket and pants should be 100% waterproof, or carry a set of 
waterproofs with you. 

Helmet: Your helmet should be full faced and of a good quality. Ensure you have a spare visor or replace before departing if scratched. Motocross 
style helmets are unsuitable for long distance rides, on sometimes dusty surfaces, as you will experience considerable dust ingress. Internal drop down 
tinted visors are great, but not so if you need prescription sunglasses. 

Boots: Ideally, motocross style boots would be best, but bulky and impractical to carry. When choosing a boot, it is essential to choose a boot that 
offers the most rigid ankle protection possible; ankle injuries are the most common injuries we experience. Pack a set of walking boots in your top-box 
/ tail rack bag for those off bike excursions. 

Gloves: We recommend the use of both summer and winter (ideally waterproof) gloves, as the weather is extremely changeable. 

Additional items: Silk neck warmer, great for keeping the wind out. Earplugs, great for keeping the noise out. A Hydration Pack is always a good idea 
to keep you hydrated during your day in the saddle. 

Travel insurance 
It is compulsory to have travel insurance to tour with us. It just makes sense! Your insurance must cover you for any incident you may have whilst riding 
a motorcycle 650cc and over. We have negotiated a 10% discount with various insurance providers around the world, who WILL offer coverage for 
you, for the activity of riding a motorcycle 650cc and over in foreign lands.  For more information return to the “tour page” and click on the “insurance” 
tab.  

Passport & Visas  
If travelling from overseas, your passport will need to be valid for at least six months AFTER completion of your ride. Your passport should have at least 
one full page available, although most airports simply scan the passport in. IF you need an Australian visitor visa Compass Expeditions has teamed up 
with the world leaders in visa procurement, CIBT, who have created a special Compass Expeditions visa application page. They have offices in 
Australia, USA, Canada, UK, Mexico, Brazil, Singapore and numerous European countries. Tour participants can obtain their own visas if preferred, 
however, for a small charge, CIBT can obtain your visa and negotiate any issues that might arise. Links to CIBT / Compass page for visa applications, 
for other nationalities please contact us directly: 

Australia:  https://visalink.com.au/compassexp 
Canada: http://www.cibtvisas.ca/compass  
USA:  http://www.cibtvisas.com/compassexp  
France: http://www.cibtvisas.fr/compassexp  
UK:  http://cibtvisas.co.uk/compassexp  

Most nationalities do not require a visa for this ride. It is the participant’s responsibility to ensure they have any visas that may be required.  
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Vaccinations 
No vaccinations are mandatory for travel within Australia; however, it would be wise to ensure you at least have your tetanus jab and have plenty of 
insect repellent. We recommend that you speak with your doctor, and/or check out the World Health Organization website at www.who.int and have 
a look at their excellent International Travel and Health book. In Australia, visit the Australian Medical Centre website at www.traveldoctor.com.au or 
phone 1300 65 88 44. For our U.S clients, visit www.cdc.gov/travel/ and for our U.K clients, go to www.travelhealthpro.org.uk, for travel health 
recommendations in general, go to www.mdtravelhealth.com, now part of red travel. 

You’ve made a booking, what happens next? 
Once a booking has been made, you will receive an automated booking confirmation. Soon after, you will receive a “welcome” email, and then 
receive our comprehensive pre departure guide. This booklet will prepare you for your adventure and has more details on what to bring and what to 
expect. We will also send you a login to our mobile app, where you will be able access tour information and documents, your itinerary will be loaded 
90 days before departure; as well as country information and things to see and do. The more you read, the more you will get out of your ride. 

 



 

 

Compass Expeditions 
Email:  info@compassexpeditions.com 

Phone:  + 61 3 9747 2379 (international) 

 1300 887 327 (within Australia) 

Website:  www.compassexpeditions.com 

Thanks for spending your time reading this information kit. We hope it 
has inspired you to challenge yourself, if not riding with us then just 
riding and enjoying this remarkable world that we live in. 
If you have further questions, please contact us.  

 


