
 

True North Alaska: 17 Days 
Information Kit 

Alaska, USA: Ride the “last frontier” wilderness that is Alaska, a scenic 
wonderland high above the Arctic Circle. 
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Itinerary 

Alaska; North America’s answer to Patagonia, a destination that’s rugged and wild with 
glaciers, countless rivers and lakes, soaring mountain peaks, arctic tundra and active 
volcanoes. Home for salmon, polar bears, caribou, black and grizzly bears, whales, walruses, 
migratory birds and many other species. Remote and challenging, Alaska is a sensory 
overload and offers some epic riding. 

1

Joining Day: Anchorage 
Your Anchorage airport transfer will take you directly to our joining hotel, ready for an 
early start tomorrow. Today you will meet your crew for your tour briefing and welcome 
dinner. 

Day One: Homer 
Departing Anchorage on the Seward Highway we are quickly into some utterly 
spectacular scenery as we hug the shoreline of Turnagain Arm, that is home to the 
worlds largest tides, and the 3,000 ft mountains of the Chugach State Park on our left. 
Turnagain Arm also offers excellent chances to see the Beluga Whales. We arrive at 
Homer, a small fishing village that is set amongst a staggering panorama of towering 
peaks, glaciers and the waters of Kachemak Bay. 

Day Two: Homer 
A free day in Homer where we can enjoy a full day bear viewing boat trip or halibut fishing expedition (both optional) or spend the day immersed in 
some of Alaska’s finest scenery.  

Day Three: Seward 
Spectacularly situated on the eastern side on the Kenai Peninsular and flanked by rugged mountains, Seward is one of Alaska’s oldest and most 
scenic villages. The ride today is yet another scenic overload through the Chugach National Park, culminating in a vista of water, mountains and 
forests that surround Seward, stunning stuff!  

Day Four: Talkeetna 
We retrace our route back to Anchorage before riding north over the stunning Hatchers Pass, a landscape of towering snowy peaks and alpine 
valleys, it’s also our first dirt road. We continue on to the Mat –Su Valley and reach Talkeetna where we spend the next 2 nights. Beautiful Talkeetna 
was the Alaskan town that the TV series Northern Exposure was loosely based on.  

Day Five: Talkeetna 
Talkeetna is the nearest town to the mighty Denali National Park, North America’s highest peak, where we can enjoy a flight over the park 
(included), offering some staggering views on this awesome peak as well as gorges and glacier filled valleys. Moose and bear are also often seen.  
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Day Six: Fairbanks 
We ride into the “interior” today closely following the Tanana River as the landscape opens out to the vast tundra of the Minto Flats. Closing in on 
Fairbanks we ride the awe-inspiring Tanana Valley that’s dissected by the George Parks Highway. It’s an impressive empty landscape that offers a 
taste of the endless vastness of the Alaskan interior.  

Day Seven: Coldfoot 
We ride due north today along the famed Dalton Highway. Our ride will cross the mighty Yukon River and the Arctic Circle and run parallel with the 
Alaskan Pipeline, a 1,300 km long engineering feat that supplies oil to Valdez from the fields in Prudhoe Bay. The scenery here is immense and 
remote; this is the “real” Alaska, the stuff of legend! We overnight in the remote Coldfoot truck stop as featured in the “Ice Road Truckers” TV series.   

Day Eight: Deadhorse 
We continue north along the Dalton Highway crossing the mighty Atigun Pass, the only road crossing of the Brooks Range. From the top of the pass 
you are greeted with a vista of immense tundra that seems to stretch on for eternity. Keep an eye out for herds of Caribou as we cross the tundra, on 
the gravel of the Dalton that dissects the Artic National Wildlife Refuge and the Gates of the Artic National Park. We arrive at the village of 
Deadhorse located on the shores of the Artic Ocean. 

Day Nine: Coldfoot 
Today we enjoy a tour of the Prudhoe Bay oil fields in the morning before departing the oil company town for our ride south again. Riding this 
impossibly vast empty landscape on North America’s most remote road twice is a wonderful achievement. We overnight again in Coldfoot truck 
stop the northernmost truck stop on earth. 

Day Ten: Chena 
Continuing due south we again cross the Yukon and ride onto the therapeutic Chena Hot Springs where we can enjoy a soothing hot spring 
(optional) after the days spent in the dirt on the Dalton Highway. 

Day Eleven: Chena 
We have a free day off the bikes allowing you to simply relax or enjoy activities such as visiting the Aurora Ice Museum, dog mushing kennels, Quad 
bike rides, horse riding or of course back in the hot springs (all optional)! 

Day Twelve: Tangle River Inn 
We join the renowned Alaskan Highway today riding further south to our overnight stay at the scenically located Tangle River Inn. The inn is located 
on one of the many lakes that make up the headwaters of the Delta River and arriving early afternoon will allow time to explore the area and 
perhaps spot moose, bear and caribou to name a few of the animals that call Alaska home.  

Day Thirteen: McCarthy 
Todays ride will see us enter one of the worlds largest national parks, the absolutely stunning Wrangell / St Elias National Park, home to 9 of the 16 
tallest mountains in America. This ride is one of the highlights of Alaska, especially the dirt road into the old copper mining village of Kennecott and 
McCarthy located deep within the national park. Towering peaks, glaciers and abandoned copper mines are the order of today.  

Day Fourteen: Valdez 
Another absolute riding highlight today as we retrace our route back to Chitina located at the confluence of the mighty Copper River and the 
Chitina River and overshadowed by 16,390 ft Mount Blackburn, everywhere we look it’s overwhelming scenery, “but wait there’s more”, we ride 
southwest on the Edgerton Highway to the utterly stunningly located Valdez, surrounded by the tallest coastal mountains on earth.  

Day Fifteen: Valdez 
A day is spent cruising the waters of Prince William Sound with an included boat trip out to one of the many glaciers. We may spot sea otters, 
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harbour seals, sea lions, humpback or orca whales, porpoise, eagles, puffins, cormorants and more. It’s simply a magnificent day immersed in 
impossibly beautiful scenery. 

Day Sixteen: Majestic Valley  
Dragging ourselves away from Valdez we reach the Glenn Highway designated as a national scenic byway. Arriving at our resort around lunch time 
will allow us time to stretch our legs on one of the many trails that abound in the area; a short trail meanders through spruce forests, frequented by 
moose, to the scenic canyon outlook (about 50 minutes from our lodge).  

Day Seventeen: Anchorage  
Our last day today still has some “highlights” in store. Just 6 km south of our overnight stay we will visit the Matanuska Glacier where after a 20 minute 
walk we can reach out and touch the glacier, no where else can we do this. Continuing on the Glenn Highway we follow the Matanuska River 
reaching the Chugach Park before finally arriving into the “big smoke” or Anchorage and a final meal to celebrate our ride through some of the 
finest riding and scenery on earth.   

Departure day: Anchorage 
Spend some time in Anchorage or fly home, the choice is yours. 
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Highlights 
Ø Turnagain Arm 

Ø Port town of Seward 

Ø North Americas highest 
peak, Mt McKinley 

Ø Crossing the Arctic Circle 

Ø Remote Coldfoot truck stop 

Ø Riding the legendary Dalton 
Highway 

Ø End of the road at Prudhoe 
Bay 

Ø Stunning Wrangell / St Elias 
National Park 

Ø Breathtaking Valdez 

Ø Matanusa Glacier 

Ride Details 
Ride Grade: 4  

Grade 4 doesn’t mean we are climbing cliff faces and forwarding raging torrents, it means we spend some time on dirt roads as opposed to paved 
roads, the majority being the Dalton Highway. These same tracks are used by 2 wheel drive cars and semi trailers, so NOT extreme.   

70% of this ride is on pavement; some sections of pavement can be potholed and narrow with tall shoulders and in some places “frost heaves” may 
be present. In the south there is a LOT of tourist traffic, drivers may be more intent on looking at the scenery than the road!!  

30% of this ride will be on dirt. The vast majority of dirt is hard packed and is used by heavy transport, so not technical or difficult, however there are 
sections that can have loose gravel, washouts and can be rutted especially where roadwork’s are being undertaken or which have experienced 
recent rains, generally these sections don’t last for long. It must be noted that the Dalton Highway is extremely changeable and can become 
slippery and muddy in sections if overnight rains have been experienced.   

Distances  

The biggest riding day is 486 km / 303 mi with the shortest being 183 km / 114 mi. Most riding days we 
average around 350 – 400 km / 219 – 250 mi, with rest days included where the bike is available for more 
riding if desired (subject to any maintenance requirements). The total distance is approximately 4,700 km 
/ 2900 mi. 

Bikes 

We operate 2 brands of bikes that need no introduction, BMW and Suzuki. Our bike options are the BMW 
F700 / F800 and R1200 GS and the Suzuki V-Strom 650. All bikes come equipped with crash protection 
and a top-box. All bikes will be fully prepared, serviced and fitted with new off road tyres for the rigours 
of the Dalton Highway. 

Experience required 

Some off-road riding experience is preferred for this tour mainly due to the fact that we do cover 
significant distance off-road rather than anything being too technical or difficult. Pillions can travel in the 
support vehicle at anytime if any dirt becomes too challenging. Although not a requirement Compass 
Expeditions does recommend an off-road training course that gives riders of all levels the tools to tackle 
off-road riding. Contact us for more information on training events and recommended schools. 

All riders must have a valid motorcycle license. 

Weather 

It's summer in Alaska and we can expect some beautiful sunny weather and long sunlight hours, as we 
are visiting during the "midnight sun" season. Riding above the Arctic Circle we should expect some 
colder temperatures and possible rains. Weather can be extremely changeable with all four seasons 
experienced in one day. We can expect temperatures of around 15 - 25 Celsius / 60 - 80 Fahrenheit 
during the day, very cold at night.  
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Meals 

The food options on the True North 
Alaska are as varied as the 
landscape. All types of western style 
meals are of course available, as well 
as some local delicacies, such as the 
famous reindeer dogs, smoked 
salmon and a variety of game meats. 
On all ride days we include our 
legendary picnic lunches that we 
prepare out of our mobile kitchen, 
not pre-prepared sandwiches left 
festering in your top box all day. Our 
picnic lunches are wholesome and 
filling and our selected restaurants 
offer both traditional and western 
style foods, some in stunning 
locations. 

Breakfasts: 17  
Lunches: 13  
Dinners: 7 

 

Accommodation 

Our hotels are generally 3 and 4 stars, 
and are chosen for their location, 
cleanliness, suitability for motorcycle 
groups and ambience. On a couple 
of occasions, such as the Coldfoot 
truck stop, the accommodation will 
be more basic. Some hotels have 
restaurants and bars attached. 

Accommodation is an important part 
of your ride experience and we 
believe we offer a superb mix of 
excellent boutique hotels and 
legendary Alaskan “backcountry” 
Lodges.  

Accommodation: 18 nights 

 

 

Tour Inclusions 

Ø Airport Transfers  

Ø Motorcycle rental as per your selection.  

Ø Fuel  

Ø Tolls  

Ø Support vehicle with passenger carrying ability  

Ø Services of ride leader and support vehicle driver  

Ø Pre-departure material and route maps  

Ø Access to satellite phone, pay per minute  

Ø Compass Expeditions polo shirt  

Ø Entrances to all national parks mentioned in the 
itinerary  

Ø Colombia Glacier boat cruise 

Ø Flight over Mt McKinley 
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Your Responsibilities 

Riding equipment  

You will need to bring the following riding gear: 

Riding jacket and pants: Alaska can be cold, even in the height of summer, and some rain should be expected, therefore a multi layer jacket and 
pant are essential. The jacket and pant, ideally need to have internal removable liners and Kevlar crash protection, as well as a waterproof pocket 
for your documents and small camera. Preferably your jacket and pants should be 100% waterproof, or carry a set of waterproofs in your top-box. 

Helmet: Your helmet should be full faced and of a good quality. Ensure you have a spare visor or replace before departing if scratched. Motocross 
style helmets are unsuitable for long distance rides, on what may be sometimes dusty surfaces, as you will experience considerable dust ingress. 
Internal drop down tinted visors are great, but not so if you need prescription sunglasses. 

Boots: Ideally, motocross style boots would be best, but bulky and impractical to carry. When choosing a boot, it is essential to choose a boot that 
offers the most rigid ankle protection possible; ankle injuries are the most common injuries we experience. Pack a set of walking boots in your top-box 
for those off bike excursions. 

Gloves: We recommend the use of both summer and winter (ideally waterproof) gloves, as the weather is extremely changeable. 

Additional items: Silk neck warmer, great for keeping the wind out. Earplugs, great for keeping the noise out. 

Travel insurance 

It is compulsory to have travel insurance to tour with us. It just makes sense! Your insurance must cover you for any incident you may have whilst 
riding a motorcycle 650 cc and over. We have negotiated a 10% discount with various insurance providers around the world, who WILL offer 
coverage for you, for the activity of riding a motorcycle 650cc and over in foreign lands.  For more information return to the “tour page” and click on 
the “insurance” tab.  

Passport & Visas  

Your passport will need to be valid for at least six months AFTER completion of your ride. Your passport should have at least one full page available, 
for each country you will be visiting. Compass Expeditions has teamed up with the world leaders in visa procurement, CIBT, who have created a 
special Compass Expeditions visa application page. They have offices in Australia, USA, Canada, UK, Mexico, Brazil, Singapore and numerous 
European countries. Tour participants can obtain a US visa (if needed) themselves if preferred, however, for a small charge, CIBT can obtain your visa 
and negotiate any issues that might arise. Links to CIBT / Compass page for visa applications, for other nationalities please contact us directly: 

Australia:  https://visalink.com.au/compassexp 
Canada: http://www.cibtvisas.ca/compass  
USA:  http://www.cibtvisas.com/compassexp  
France: http://www.cibtvisas.fr/compassexp  
UK:  http://cibtvisas.co.uk/compassexp  

Most nationalities DO NOT require a visa for the US, but EVERYONE must apply for a “Travel Authorization” online at https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/esta/ 
before departing their home country. It is the participant’s responsibility to ensure they have this authorization or visa that may be required.  

This ride visits the USA. 
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You’ve made a booking, what happens next? 

Once a booking has been made, you will receive an automated booking confirmation. Soon after, you will receive a “welcome” email, and then 
receive our comprehensive pre departure booklet in the post. This booklet will prepare you for your adventure and has more details on what to bring 
and what to expect. We email a “tour dossier” 90 days before departure; this dossier is full of information, including historical and country 
information. The more you read, the more you will get out of your ride. 

 



 

 

Compass Expeditions 
Email:  info@compassexpeditions.com 

Phone:  + 61 3 9747 2379 (international) 

 1300 887 327 (within Australia) 

Website:  www.compassexpeditions.com 

Thanks for spending your time reading this information kit. We hope it 
has inspired you to challenge yourself, if not riding with us then just 
riding and enjoying this remarkable world that we live in. 

If you have further questions, please contact us.  

 


