Mongolian Magic: 14 Days
Information Kit
Mongolia:
One of the world’s true last frontiers

“Mongolia triggers a background picture – blue skies, green grass,
white Gers. Then the ‘mind video’ rolls. What a wonderful trip it was.”
- Ian, Mongolian Magic

Mongolia is one of the world’s true last frontiers, an outstanding bikers’ destination, a country blessed
with pure air and an incredible clarity of colour, there simply isn’t anywhere else on earth quite like
it. If endless grassy steppes dotted with brilliant white Gers, vast rugged landscapes populated with
wild horses, camels and yaks, Buddhist monasteries, and a wonderful retreat from our hectic pace
of life is your thing, then Mongolia is your destination. It’s hard to imagine that this remote part of the
planet once created the largest land empire the world had ever seen under Ghengis Khan. Join us
as we ride the “largest paddock on earth”

Itinerary
Joining day: Ulaanbaatar
Your Ulaanbaatar airport transfer will take you directly to our joining
hotel, ready for an early start tomorrow. Today you will meet your crew
for your tour briefing and welcome dinner.
Days One & Two: Terelj
A very short ride today as we become accustomed to our bikes and
riding in Mongolia. We ride east of the capital Ulaanbaatar and almost
immediately into some breathtaking wilderness. We visit one of the most
stunning regions in Mongolia, the Gorkhi- Terelj National Park, a region
of mountains, rivers and bizarre rock formations arriving early for lunch
and a chance to explore the surrounding region in the afternoon. The
second day is spent riding the dirt via the wonderfully remote Kerlin River
Valley to Mongoramit, in the far east of Mongolia, not far from the
Chinese border, before returning to the 5-star Terelj Hotel.
Day Three: Darkhan
A longer ride today as we head due north toward Russia and into the Selenge Aimag (province) through a vast unspoiled landscape of rolling green
hills and distant valleys. We arrive at the gateway city, (more of a big town), of Darkhan for a night in another great hotel, our last for a few days.
Day Four: Amarbayasgalant
Today we ride into an incredibly remote part of Mongolia, an utterly silent landscape dotted with Gers, yaks and wild horses, before hitting the dirt via
a series of tracks that roughly follow the Selenge River. We visit the Amarbayasgalant Monastery stunningly located at the head of three intersecting
valleys where we have our first Ger camp expedience under an impossibly star laden sky, beautiful stuff!!
Day Five: Kutang Undur
More stunning riding today as we ride across the vast Mongolian Steppe and yawning valleys of green, bordered by distant mountains. The landscape
is home to the nomadic Mongolians that eke out an existence during these short summer months. An amazing location tonight above a river at the foot
of a mountain; and when night falls the silence is breathtaking.
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Days Six & Seven: Khovsgol Nuur
Known as the “blue pearl of Mongolia” Khovsgol Nuur (lake) is utterly stunning; located in the shadow of a series of towering granite peaks. The ride
into the lake is via a superb track that winds its way through an alpine forest and over a steep pass. We spend two nights here allowing us to enjoy the
lake, go fishing, walking or ride along lakeshore for more stunning vistas.
Day Eight: Moron Ger Camp
A short ride today as we ride back to Moron and hit the dirt again as we ride 16 km south on a barely discernible track to a spectacularly located Ger
Camp set at the foot of a mountain. The Ger owner is an elderly Mongolian and the hospitality is wonderful.
Day Nine: Ulziit Hising
Leaving the hospitality of the Ger Camp behind we continue due south into the most remote regions of the entire ride, crossing into the Arkhangai
Aimag all on dirt. The scenery is breathtaking, riding spectacular and the silence stunning. We will be lucky to see another vehicle all day. Tonight, we
stay at the wonderful Ulziit Hising ger camp at a stunning location.
Days Ten & Eleven: Great White Lake
Definitely the most challenging riding day today as we venture further into remote Mongolia; this is a region rarely visited, it is a region of mountain
passes, epic Mongolian Steppe, pure air and a wonderful clarity of colours, like nowhere else on earth. The track crosses numerous rivers and can have
some muddy patches. We arrive at one of Mongolia’s highlights Khorgo – Terkhiin Tsagaan or Great White Lake where we spend two nights allowing us
time to soak in this idyllic landscape.
Day Twelve: Tsetserleg
Leaving Great White Lake, we ride through a landscape of volcanic craters and lava fields with occasional herds of grazing yaks to keep us alert. We
shall stop off at dramatic Chuluut Gorge; this 180 km through the Arkhangai Aimag is often regarded as some of the most scenic in Mongolia. After so
many days spent in superb wilderness it is somewhat of a shock to stay at a town again but a stay at the Australian owned and run Fairfield Guesthouse
with its amazing restaurant and legendary cinnamon rolls is a must.
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Day 13: Kharhkorin
We hit the pavement today but its smoother on the dirt beside the road; the landscape remains beautiful and we will visit the former capital of
Kharkhorin, founded by Chenggis Khan in the mid 13th Century. Inside the former capital is Mongolia’s most significant Buddhist monastery, the Erdene
Zuu Khid, which was all but destroyed by the Stalinist purges in 1937.
Day Fourteen: Ulaanbaatar
Our final day on the bikes will see leaving the ancient capital on narrow paved roads that progressively become busier, at least the roads seem busy
compared to the last two weeks of empty track riding! We shall arrive into the capital of Ulaanbaatar mid-afternoon; this will be a shock after the
weeks of wonderful wilderness and disconnect from our manic world.
Departure day: Ulaanbaatar
Spend some time in Ulaanbaatar or fly home, the choice is yours.
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Ride Details
Ride Grade: 4
Grade 4 doesn’t mean we are climbing cliff faces and forwarding raging torrents, it means we spend considerable time on dirt roads as opposed to
paved roads. 2 wheel-drive cars and semi-trailers often use these tracks, so they are NOT extreme.
60% of this ride is on paved road: on some paved roads we are better off riding on the dirt!! Expect huge potholes, tall shoulders and bad cambers.
Some roads are, however brand-new and almost all are empty.
40% is off-road: Mongolia has an ever-shifting network of dirt tracks that cross open pasture lands, valleys and mountain passes. These tracks can have
deep potholes, washouts and rocks. They can become slippery if wet. On a small number of occasions we will cross creeks and shallow rivers with
muddy entrance and exit points.

Distances
The biggest riding day is 360 km / 225 mi, with the shortest being 70 km / 44 mi. Most riding days we average around 150 – 200 km / 95 – 125 mi, with
rest days included where the bike is available for more riding if desired (subject to any maintenance requirements). The total distance is approximately
2,170 km / 1,355 mi.

Bikes
In Mongolia we operate Yamaha and Suzuki bikes. Our fleet consists of the Yamaha XT660 Z Tenere and
WR 450, and Suzuki DR 650 and DRZ 400. We have a bike mechanic travel with us ensuring for peace of
mind when riding.

Experience required
Some off- road riding experience is preferred for this tour mainly due to the fact that we do cover
significant distance off-road, rather than anything being too technical or difficult. Pillions (co-riders) can
travel in the support vehicle at anytime if any dirt becomes too challenging. Although not a requirement
Compass Expeditions does recommend an off road training course that gives riders of all levels the tools
to tackle off road riding. Contact us for more information on training events and recommended schools.

Ø Amarbayasgalant
Monastery
Ø Khovsgol Nuur (lake)

All riders must have a valid motorcycle license.

Weather
It is summer in Mongolia, so we can expect some beautiful sunny ride days. Average daily temperatures
in Mongolia are 15 to 25 degrees C (59 and 77 degrees F). As we near Khovsgul Nuur we may experience
a higher chance of rain, but in general there will be little to no rain. Nights can be very cold so a warn
pullover is a necessity.
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Highlights

Ø Khorgo Terkhiin Tsagaan
(Great White Lake)
Ø Every day of riding in
Mongolia
Ø Gorghi – Terelj National
Park
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Meals

Accommodation

Most types of western foods are
available in the capital Ulaan Bataar
and, amazingly, a superb western
menu
is
available
at
our
accommodation in the remote village
of Tsertseleg. In the countryside and
the yurt camps we shall experience
more traditional foods that include
mutton, rice and flour dishes served
with talkh (bread). Fish is available at
Khovsgul Nuur and White Lake. On all
ride days we include our legendary
picnic lunches that we prepare out of
our mobile kitchen, not pre-prepared
sandwiches left in your top box all day.
Our picnic lunches are wholesome
and filling and. Of course all breakfasts
are included.

Our hotels are generally 3 & 4 stars,
and are chosen for their location,
cleanliness, suitability for motorcycle
groups and ambience. On occasions
we spend the night in a traditional
yurt, however these yurts are very
comfortable with internal log fires and
warm bedding. Some hotels have a
restaurant and bar attached.

Breakfasts: 14
Lunches: 10
Dinners: 10
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Accommodation is an important part
of your ride experience, and after
many trips to Mongolia we believe we
offer a superb mix of excellent
boutique hotels, yurts and homestays.
Accommodation: 15 nights

Tour Inclusions
Ø Airport Transfers
Ø Motorcycle rental as per your selection
Ø Fuel
Ø Tolls
Ø Support vehicle with passenger carrying ability
Ø Services of Compass Expeditions ride leader
Ø Services of Mongolian cook and mechanic
Ø Pre-departure material and route maps
Ø Access to satellite phone, pay per minute
Ø Compass Expeditions polo shirt
Ø Entrance to Kharkhorin Monastery
Ø Entrances to all National Parks mentioned in the
itinerary
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Your Responsibilities
Riding equipment
You will need to bring the following riding gear:
Riding jacket and pants: we may experience both hot and cold weather on this 14-day ride and some rain should be expected, therefore a multi layer
jacket and pants is essential. The jacket and pants ideally need to have internal removable liners, Kevlar crash protection and a waterproof pocket
for your documents and small camera. Ideally your jacket and pants should be 100% waterproof or carry a set of waterproofs.
Helmet: Your helmet should be full faced and of a good quality. Ensure you have a spare visor or replace before departing if scratched. Motocross
style helmets are unsuitable for long distance rides, on what may be sometimes dusty surfaces, as you will experience considerable dust ingress. Internal
drop down tinted visors are great, but not so if you need prescription sunglasses.
Boots: Ideally, motocross style boots would be best, but bulky and impractical to carry. When choosing a boot, it is essential to choose a boot that
offers the most rigid ankle protection possible. Ankle injuries are the most common injuries we experience. Pack a set of walking boots in your top-box
for those off bike excursions.
Gloves: We recommend the use of both summer and winter (ideally waterproof) gloves, as the weather is extremely changeable.
Additional items: Silk neck warmer, great for keeping the wind out. Earplugs, great for keeping the noise out.

Travel insurance
It is compulsory to have travel insurance to tour with us. It just makes sense! Your insurance must cover you for any incident you may have whilst riding
a motorcycle 250cc and over. We have negotiated a 10% discount with various insurance providers around the world, who WILL offer coverage for
you, for the activity of riding a motorcycle 250cc and over in foreign lands. For more information return to the “tour page” and click on the “insurance”
tab.

Passport & Visas
Your passport will need to be valid for at least six months AFTER completion of your ride. Your passport should have at least one full page available, for
Mongolia. Compass Expeditions has teamed up with the world leaders in visa procurement, CIBT, who have created a special Compass Expeditions
visa application page. They have offices in Australia, USA, Canada, UK, Mexico, Brazil, Singapore and numerous European countries. Tour participants
can obtain their own visas if preferred, however, for a small charge, CIBT can obtain your visa and negotiate any issues that might arise. Links to CIBT /
Compass page for visa applications, for other nationalities please contact us directly:
Australia:
Canada:
USA:
France:
UK:

https://visalink.com.au/compassexp
http://www.cibtvisas.ca/compass
http://www.cibtvisas.com/compassexp
http://www.cibtvisas.fr/compassexp
http://cibtvisas.co.uk/compassexp

Most nationalities need a visa for Mongolia, however US and Canadian citizens do not need a visa for visits under 90 days (subject to change). It is the
participant’s responsibility to ensure they have any visas that may be required.
This ride visits Mongolia.
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Vaccinations
We highly recommend that you speak with your doctor, and/or check out the World Health Organization website at www.who.int/country and have
a look at their excellent International Travel and Health book, available online. In Australia, visit the Australian Medical Centre website at
www.traveldoctor.com.au or phone 1300 65 88 44. For our U.S clients, visit www.cdc.gov/travel/ and for our U.K clients, go to
www.doh.gov.uk/traveladvice/, for travel health recommendations in general, go to www.mdtravelhealth.com, now part of red travel.

You’ve made a booking, what happens next?
Once a booking has been made, you will receive an automated booking confirmation. Soon after, you will receive a “welcome” email, and then
receive our comprehensive pre departure booklet in the post. This booklet will prepare you for your adventure and has more details on what to bring
and what to expect. We email a “tour dossier” 90 days before departure; this dossier is full of information, including historical & country information.
The more you read, the more you will get out of your ride.
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Thanks for spending your time reading this information kit. We hope it
has inspired you to challenge yourself, if not riding with us then just
riding and enjoying this remarkable world that we live in.
If you have further questions, please contact us.

Compass Expeditions
Email:

info@compassexpeditions.com

Phone:

+ 61 3 9747 2379 (international)
1300 887 327 (within Australia)

Website: www.compassexpeditions.com

